- 1 -


PRESENT:

Terry Hind, Chair

Bill Ellis

Elise Rudland 

Al Jenkins

Burns Matkin

Lanny Matkin

Tony Greenfield

ALSO PRESENT:
Brian Smart, Professional Forester

GUESTS:
Rob Corlett, Director

Claudia Ferris, Director

John Bebbington

Bill Lasuta

Debbie Lysack

John Keates

Joel Beleries, Snowmobile Club Rep

Rudy Rippe

Dr. Brian Myhill-Jones

Michelle

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M.

THE AGENDA ADOPTED.

MINUTES

Terry does the welcome.

WORMY LAKE UPDATE

Guest speaker: Rudy Rippe- owns mining tenure around the area

Issue of sharing responsibility is everybodies cup of tea, no problem as long as you’re looking after it, sharing means safety, ideal situation is sharing resource so we all have equal opportunity.  Economics are the same, make some money if possible, develop the land, mining not much different than logging, mining is continuous, immediate returns and long term returns if you’re talking about a community forest, what about a community mine?  Is this designed to be a non-profit?   

Recent disappointment, in the last three months we were hauling logs from the watershed, WFP managed to drag many logs, foolish way to handle forest products, should have been done for 50 or 100 years dropping in the Skookumchuck.  

Didn’t have a lot of responsibility to fix the road, now we have a lot of holes in the road – let the miner fix it. Couple of miles of road are terrible and other recreational groups will find it hard to drive on it now. We carry the bond, we have to fix it up- the general access road.

Q: Do you have agreement with MOF? 

Yes, they pretty well forced us into accepting forest traffic. Lack of recognizing if you’re making money  hauling logs you should put money back into them when we’re all sharing access. We’ve built a road from where the pavement ends on Mason Road, signed an agreement that we would allow Sechelt to take over the road up to Heritage and we carried on maintaining it from there.  Forestry then permitted, over top of my original permit, to have general access for logging. Doyle built it and it was a fair bit of expense, usually been good will and cooperation – this is the first time that we have had this enormous traffic, up to 20 loads a day, pounding the hell out of the road. 

Plans to talk to WFP again who will pass it on to their contractors, who will pass it on to the next.

No problem with logging at Wormy Lake – I built that road into the lake, we did some exploration – held it since ’85.  That’s a mining road – doesn’t mean I won’t share it with community minded people. There’s enormous opportunity for small scale mining – want to start with small value added, training local people, up to million pounds a year.  Aggregates  was never my picture or original idea. Calcium dolomite and other minerals are very valuable. In good hands a small operation could gross $20 million a year.  Carving materials, wonderful carving rock.  Sechelt is blessed with a lot of good opportunities. I’m the vendor of a large group that is in the process of transferring it back to me.  

Road to Wormy Lake is not private, we built it to provide access to exploration, not built to logging standards, it’s a right of way more or less.  

Do logging companies pay a royalty, that would be nice but we’ve never been able to collect any.  

Logging is shorter term, hard to collect, we’re committed for 50 years everyday.  Criminal element is on us – can’t leave anything out there.

Keep it clean and keep it safe are my only conditions.  Now is a good time to view it and you can get an idea of what I’m talking about as it’s almost impassible right now.

Is it normal practice to pay for road use? 

Not sure – maintenance – forest service roads have to enter into a forest service agreement and if you are the license holder and you use it for 100% then you’re responsible for 100% of maintenance.  No one knows how that pertains to mining roads.

Understanding that Crown won’t accept responsibilities for road use by companies.  The other road was built by PPA mining.  This is the first logging attempt by a company – it will benefit me anyway. The forest service can’t give you total control of the road because it’s a mining road. Cautions, that there’s a big bog between the north road and the area that you’re logging.

Kevin has already agreed to clean a few things up and the access will benefit our people, pretty minor when a machine is available – wishes us all the best.

OPERATIONS UPDATE

Speaker: Brian Smart

Synopsis of comments from the new proposed blocks has been sent out and he asks that all comments are there. Review of new cut blocks, summary of 9 of the new potential cut blocks, we’ve seen 6 before Xmas and 3 or 4 last week.  Tony also sent his notes out on Saturday. Brian reminds people to check and make sure he got it right and it can be added to over time and is open to format suggestions.

Terry promotes Brian’s wood tour and invites everyone to come along on the next outing – it’s open to the public – just let us know and we’ll be happy to take you out. 

Next woods tour is Sunday, January 27 at Noon. Meet at the Daily Roast. 

We will be looking at blocks in the Angus Burnett area.  Last tour was a good open 4 hours of discussion.

Time to have another look at the Forest Stewardship Plan – operational plan needs a lot of work as a group – really where the details are.  Set out basic topics and invites group to fill in any voids and we’ll set up a format over the next kind of meetings, work on process, will be ongoing and will always change. 

Q: Can we work that around the new inventory?  

We’ll bring it in and yes – should we wait, no we’ll add to it and it will improve our inventory.

We might end up with an additional couple thousand extra seedling trees – fir and cedar – any ideas of what do with them? 

Trail – loop at Wormy Lake, we need people to lay that out and put together some standards. Spur road deactivated and link campsites, going around the bog.

Wormy Lake has one of the rarest garnet deposits and Rudy was concerned about it.  There are no facilities planned there, it is an existing recreation area.  The trail would be from the logs where people fish, to where logging slash is.  The mining folks feedback is that the trail should be away from the mining road, the way it’s laid out.

Rudy said we intentionally left a steep incline, it was a steady income for tow trucks getting people out of there and now suddenly we have a beautiful road where people can pick specimens.  

We need to talk about what the access to Wormy Lake should be like when we leave.  Terry says lets leave it and we’ll get together and talk about it later with Rudy.

Format of the February 28th meeting Kevin would like CFAC to hold a public meeting in March and wants some input into what topics CFAC would like to present.

Bill asks about slash burning plans, chips and when?

Feedback about access to forest roads on Trout Lake road. Speaker: Dr. Myhill-Jones

Sent letter to District of Sechelt about safety issues, understand 2 logging trucks have dumped logs within DOS in the last 6 months.  Came down Northwest Bay road and a logging truck had gone right through the stop sign and lost brakes – if anyone was sitting on the corner waiting to cross the highway it would have taken them out – truck was trying to back up and blocking traffic.  He continued all the way up Northwest Bay road to Mason and he told us that he’d lost his steering.  Concerned that he’d driven past elementary school with no steering.

Why are these logging trucks going through a residential area and a school zone when they have an alternate route through trout lake road?  Talks about a logging truck that was overloaded that took out an overhang at Davis Bay Road.  One thing we can do locally is put the issue of hauling, mechanics and logging, let’s not put them through when there’s an alternate route.  

Recommendation that those trucks should be operated on the highway

MOTION:
UPON MOTION DULY MADE AND SECONDED IT WAS RESOLVED THAT we ask the staff to reconsider the decision to use Northwest Bay road to haul the wood out of Wormy Lake and use the forest service road instead.

MOTION:

UPON MOTION DULY MADE AND SECONDED IT WAS RESOLVED THAT we ask staff why we’re not looking at if the logs coming from Wormy Lake could they be dumped at Carlson Point and boomed to Howe Sound? Consider emissions in light of global warming to justify hauling by truck or booming.

PRESENTATION: Managing Silviculture Costs- Bill Lasuta, Forester

You always ask for credentials when you’re hiring – comment about trucking safety, ask for logs and maintenance records.

Gave a thorough presentation on the product: PLANTSKYD

Website www.treeworld.com
PRESENTATION: Snowmobile Club/Mt. Crucil- Joel Beleries, Club Rep.

Work with Dakota Ridge on an agreement of passage through their area.  Only one road and designed system across access.  We would like to use your area with your blessing and we are willing to lend road building help.  Trying to keep all the sliders out of the Dakota Ridge – lost a bunch of roads and want to use the road behind the dump.  We can be a service, you want to survey timber we can help, travel, move anywhere, no real environmental damage once there’s enough snow.  Snowmobiles leave less damage than a footprint of a man.  Like to do a cabin at the back of the ridge so cross country skiers will have a destination point to rest and have lunch.  We have a safety cabin currently in a riparian area that has to be moved.  

Want access to Mount Crucil, Crucil Ridge.

We don’t see wildlife out there in the winter, mainly crows, whiskey jacks.

If you are looking for a way to make money from your community forest a lot of the towns in the West Kootenays love us as we spend way more money than skiers.  We spend money on trucks, equipment, buy gas, stay in hotels, go to the pub.  

Cites Sycamous economy as revitalized by snowmobilers. 

We formed a club so we can try and control activity in the watershed.  We have 45 members in our club and there’s lots more snowmobiles up there that’s why we’re trying to keep everyone happy and separate.  With our club, a lot of it is about insurance and liabilities, having decals, a way to identify people that are violating areas.  We don’t want to have a bad name – traditionally its 40+ ‘cause they’re expensive and you need a four wheel drive.  

Talk about putting wood pallets on ditches to make snow bridges so the season is extended and reduce cross ditches.  We’re discouraging people from using brush with chainsaws to make bridges over cross ditches – taking wood pallets is not polluting.

We unload as soon as we see snow.  

Brian asks for maps of where they’d like to operate and where their sheds would be.

CFAC recommends that they come back with their plan and ask for support. 

WEBSITE

MOTION:

UPON MOTION DULY MADE AND SECONDED IT WAS RESOLVED THAT
because  the Community Forest doesn’t have the authority to do/accept applications we should remove all mention of commercially managed recreation applications to the Community Forest from our website.

Website – current minutes are not close to the top.

Recommendation that the minutes be chronological in order in the CFAC portion of the website with the latest ones nearest the top to make them easier to follow and keep current.

OTHER BUSINESS

A guest who talked at the last meeting about the economics of the Community Forest was able to meet with Brian to update his numbers. 

A new spread sheet was handed out at the meeting to CFAC members, Brian and guest Directors.  The guest plans to sit down with Kevin to discuss this information.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 19, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at the Community Use Room, Sechelt Library Building.

TERMINATION

There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 9:10 P.M.

Chair
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF CFAC held on Tuesday, January 15, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Meeting Room, Sechelt Library Building, Sechelt, B.C.
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