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Background Information

1.
Introduction 

The Forest Stewardship Plan

The Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) is a new planning requirement of forest tenure holders in British Columbia.  It is a requirement of the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA) and is intended to replace some of the planning requirements of the Forest Practices Code of BC Act (the Code) in order to streamline the planning process and to shift from a strict rules-based system to one reliant on professional accountability.  The Code required Forest Development Plans (FDP) to be submitted annually to show planned roads and cutblocks and related details of their development.  The FSP, instead, is a plan which shows how the licensee will manage all stated government objectives from a site to landscape level for a period of up to five years.  This change is intended to allow tenure holders to be more responsive to changing market conditions and to allow foresters to be innovative in applying management strategies to meet environmental standards in a manner specific to their operating area.

The FSP is intended to be a succinct document stating the management objectives for the resources in the operating areas or Forest Development Units (FDU) as they are called in the FSP.  The FSP is not intended to state methodology or give direction regarding how the management objectives are to be met; that is the role of the professional to decide.  The FSP results and strategies must be consistent with government objectives for the management of all resources, and must be measurable and verifiable.

The FSP Background Information Document (backgrounder)

This FSP backgrounder has been produced to assist persons reading the FSP to understand it and its application, and provide further details regarding the specifics of resource management in Sechelt Community Projects Inc (SCPI)’s Community Forest Agreement tenure area FDU.  The Backgrounder follows the same structure and headings of the FSP.

Throughout the FSP document there are references to the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (FPPR) and the sections relevant to the FSP document.  The FPPR can be viewed at the following website: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/frpa/frparegs/forplanprac/fppr.htm
SCPI Contacts 
Questions regarding the SCPI community Forest FSP and this background information document may be directed to the following SCPI staff at the Sechelt office:

Kevin Davie, Operations Manager
Ph: 604-885-7809
kevindavie@dccnet.com
Brian Smart, Forestry Manager
Ph: 604-885-7160
brian.smart@dccnet.com
The mailing address and office phone number for the SCPI Community Forest office is:

Sechelt Community Projects Inc
P.O. Box 215

Sechelt, B.C.

V0N 3A8
Ph:604-885-7809
1.4 Forest Development Units

The Community Forest Tenure is being used as one Forest Development Unit (FDU) for the FSP, because of the relatively small size f the tenure.  For larger tenures on the coast, landscape units are often used as FDUs. The SCPI Community Forest. is smaller than either of the landscape units that it is within.  For the purposes of the FSP it is likely that the operating areas of the community Forest are similar enough to be addressed effectively as one unit.
Landscape unit plans, including maps, can be viewed at the following provincial Government website: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/cr/srmp/sunshine_coast/index.htm
1.5.1.1
Order Establishing Provincial Non-Spatial Old Growth Objectives

For landscape units that, at the time of this FSP being approved, have not had planning completed for them establishing old growth management areas (OGMA) and wildlife tree retention (WTR) levels, the Order Establishing Provincial Non-Spatial Old Growth Objectives (effective June 30, 2004) is in effect.  This order establishes old growth retention levels that must be met, although it does not spatially define them.  This order can be viewed at the following website: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/rmd/oldgrowth/pdf/Proposed%20OG%20Order%20Nov27%20A.pdf
Both the Sechelt and Chapman Landscape Units have been approved, so the old growth order does not apply to this FSP.
1.5.2.2 Wildlife

Specific information regarding the management of specific species within the Sunshine Coast Forest District (SCFD), including allowable impacts to timber harvesting landbase (THLB) has been provided in a notice from the MOE.  This notice (referred to as “the Notice”) and other supporting information can be found through this website: ftp://ribftp.env.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/cdc_data/Approved_FRPR_sec7_WLPPR_sec9_Notices_and_Supporting_Info/Species_at_Risk/Sunshine_Coast_FD/
Within this FSP, specific Results or Strategies have been developed to meet the requirements of the Notice for:
Grizzly Bear

Grizzly Bears are currently not present in the SCPI Community Forest Area.  Licensees of the SCFD have worked with MOE to establish grizzly bear habitat areas on a district-wide basis.  Many of these areas will be proposed as official wildlife habitat areas or WHAs.  Areas identified for the management of Grizzly bear were chosen by MOE and licensee staff and were limited to including up to 320 ha of timber harvesting landbase (THLB) within the SCFD by the Notice.  These areas were chosen by their rank of habitat quality as defined by the MOE.  At the time of this FSP submission the total amount of THLB within the areas delineated has not been officially tallied.  To meet the potential balance of area required to meet the 320 ha limit, BC Timber Sales and MOE have agreed upon an area in the Deserted River Watershed to be set aside for Grizzly bear habitat if more area is required.

Mountain Goat

There is currently no Mountain Goat within the SCPI Community Forest Area.  Licensees of the SCFD have worked with MOE to establish Mountain Goat ungulate winter range (UWR) habitat areas on a district-wide basis.  These areas will be proposed by MOE as official Mountain Goat UWR.

Coastal Tailed Frog 

An area has been selected by BC Timber Sales, that was originally identified by the Sunshine Coast Conservation Association, to be of high value for Coastal Tailed Frog that will be proposed as a WHA to MOE to meet the requirements of the Notice.  The habitat is a creek riparian area in the Mt. Elphinstone chart, in the Chapman Landscape Unit recommended by Ascaphus Consulting in the report titled “Assessment of red-legged frog (Rana aurora) and coastal tailed frog (Ascaphus truei) conservation values on Mt. Elphinstone”, of August 30, 2004.

Queen Charlotte (Northern) Goshawk

Licensees have selected areas within the SCFD that has been identified as good and best quality habitat, and of sufficient size to meet the requirements of the notice.  Suitable Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentiles laingi) habitat was selected using a habitat supply model that was developed for the SCFD.  The habitat model follows Habitat Suitability Index methodology developed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and was reviewed by the BC Northern Goshawk Recovery Implementation Group.
Habitat ratings for forest polygons were ranked as “best”, “good”, “moderate” and “low” according to the RIC (1999) Habitat Suitability Rating Standards for the suitability of Northern Goshawk nesting habitat, shown in the table below.

RIC (1999) Habitat Suitability Rating Standards

	Value Rating
	Code
	(%) of best habitat

	1
	Best
	>75 – <100

	2
	Good
	>50 – <75

	3
	Moderate
	>25 – <50

	4
	Low
	>0 – <25


Marbled Murrelet (MAMU)

The requirements of the Notice for MAMU habitat conservation comes in three parts.  The first is a requirement for area to be conserved equal to the amount of MAMU habitat in the non-contributing landbase (non-THLB).  To achieve this, rather than spatially locate all of this habitat, SCPI will only harvest in the NC landbase if it can replace the area of MAMU habitat there to be harvested with equal area of THLB that is found to be inoperable.  These definitions of THLB are based on definitions created in the data used for Timber Supply Review II and are not expected to be completely accurate in the field; areas of THLB will be found to be inoperable and areas of non-THLB will be found to be operable.  A ground-based inspection of sites will redefine these areas and the resulting changes in THLB definitions will be forwarded to the Ministry of Forests and Range (MOFR) inventory branch.
The second part of the Notice referring to MAMU habitat conservation states that an area of MAMU habitat equal to that in existing OGMAs must be retained.  This requirement is necessary because OGMAs can be changed over time, and it is not acceptable to replace an OGMA with MAMU habitat with one without an equal amount.

The third section of the notice allows the conservation of MAMU habitat areas up to a maximum of 495 ha within the THLB of the SCFD.  Licensees within the SCFD and BCTS have worked together to define this THLB habitat area, and BCTS has delineated a 67 ha area of MAMU habitat in the Deserted FDU to be proposed as a MAMU WHA.  This habitat has been surveyed and found to be suitable according to the standards described in Standard Methods for Identifying and Ranking Nesting Habitat of Marbled Murrelets in British Columbia Using Air Photo Interpretation and Low-Level Aerial Surveys Burger et al., 2004.
1.5.2.3
Water, Fish, Wildlife and Biodiversity Within Riparian Areas

The size of, restrictions within and retention of tree cover within riparian management areas zones (RMA) is a good example of where professional reliance will improve forest management.  The RMA consists of the Riparian Reserve Zone (RRZ) and the Riparian Management Zone (RMZ).  In many past cases of implementing strict numerical rules for RMAs has resulted in inappropriate management and RMAs either too large or too small.  Every riparian area is different and so are the values related to that riparian area.  The results or strategies for RMAs in this FSP allow the professional developing the site plan to take into consideration the specific characteristics and both RRZ and RMZ requirements of each site, rather than just adopt arbitrary boundaries.  The considerations listed in the results and strategies will be documented in the site plan prepared by the forester.
1.5.2.5
Community Watersheds

There are 3 community watersheds (CW) within the Community Forest covered by this FSP.  Maps of each CW and water license holder information can be found using the following website: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/wat/cws/query/cws.html
Chapman and Gray Creeks have had a Watershed Assessment Procedure (WAP) completed for them listing management provisions required to maintain water qualities.
The Community Watershed Guidebook, which defines CWs and operational guidelines, can be viewed at this website: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/fpc/fpcguide/WATRSHED/water1.htm
The accompanying CWAP guidebook, which describes the specifics of assessing CW conditions, assessment criteria and making management recommendations, can be viewed at the following website: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/fpc/fpcguide/wap/WAPGdbk-Web.pdf
Please contact the SCPI office in Sechelt, the MOFR office in Powell River or the Sechelt Library, to arrange to view a CWAP completed for any CWs covered by this FSP.

1.5.2.6
Objectives Set by Government for Wildlife and Biodiversity

Landscape unit planning has addressed the FPPR biodiversity management requirements of the FSP at both landscape and stand level, except for those LUs addressed in the Old Growth Order as described above.

The Landscape Unit Planning Guide (LUPG) and other related supporting information can be found at this website: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/rmd/srmp/background/lup_landscape.htm
The biodiversity guidebook, which describes the underlying principles of the LUPG can be viewed at this website: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/legsregs/fpc/fpcguide/biodiv/biotoc.htm
Landscape Unit Plans for the SCFD, declared or received by MAL in draft form, can be viewed at this website: http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/cr/srmp/sunshine_coast/index.htm
First Nations

SCPI Community Forest will endeavour to develop a working relationship with the Sechelt Indian Band regarding the management of Cultural Heritage Resources, as the Community Forest is within their traditional territory.
The SCPI Community Forest will also work with the entire Sunshine Coast Community to ensure that other heritage values are recognized and managed appropriately.
Watershed Assessments
A Watershed Assessment will be conducted for the Wilson Creek watershed prior to any harvesting that is not a partial cut retaining crown closure.  Concerns over past harvesting levels within the previous tenure for this area have been brought to the attention of the MOFR District Manager.
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